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Pre-testing College Textbook 


article reports the use research techniques con- 
structing college textbook. The most notable feature 
the research, the opinion the investigator, 
that information was gathered systematically and intensively 
from students using preliminary edition the book. This 
information was used guide its revision for final 

Since the writer has found reports similar attempts 
evaluate textbook prior publication, the research could not 
benefit from other experience. The project was designed 
aid the writer his immediate task producing textbook, 
and not primarily with the purpose research techniques 
for evaluating textbooks. Analysis the data was crude and 
sometimes impressionistic rather than precise. Nevertheless, 
the investigator believes that other textbook writers may 
interested the research, particularly the techniques used 
collect information. hopes, too, reporting this study, 
that may encourage other textbook writers see that their 
books are amenable improvement through research. 

lithoprinted preliminary edition the textbook was used 
three hundred students the introductory social psychology 
course large university the Midwest. This volume con- 
tained more than one-half the number chapters planned 
for the completed book. There were 236 pages single-spaced 
typing reproduced standard-sized typing paper, relieved 
dozen tables and illustrations. Chapter summaries and nine 
chapters were omitted. 

During the fall semester 1948, the students were as- 
signed the entire volume and about selections from Readings 
Social They were also expected attend one 


1The author recently has assisted writing introductory textbook social 
psychology. 
Edited Newcomb and Hartley (New York: Henry Holt Co., 1947). 
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weekly lecture and two meetings week small recitation 
section which the lecture and reading assignments were dis- 
cussed. These sections were directed instructor teach- 
ing fellow. 

The majority the students were Juniors. The remainder 
were Sophomores Seniors, except for few graduate and 
special students. More than one-half the class members 
were majors sociology psychology, and the rest were 
rather evenly distributed among other departments. 

The project evaluating the textbook originated early 
1948 when the investigator applied the Flesch 
measure the readability number passages selected 
random from early draft the book. The scores obtained 
confirmed the impressions persons who had read the first 
draft: many sections the text were unnecessarily difficult for 
third-year college students. Extensive revision appeared nec- 
essary, and this project was devised guide the re-writing. 


kinds question with which the author was faced 
the revision were follows: discursive chapter more 
effective than formally outlined chapter? Should the chap- 
ters personality come before more abstract sections the 
book? the transition between sections clear? Must given 
illustration expanded curtailed? How many college 
Juniors will know what polyandry means? The questions, 
the whole, were not about the content the book (which, 
this case, had already been determined) but were concerned 
with the manner which the content was presented. 

Current methods textbook evaluation were little ser- 
vice revision the material.* Readability formulas, mere 
statistical predictions difficulty, give limited insight into ways 
improving passages the index points out hard. Many 
other questions organization and form presentation, 
course, cannot answered. Moreover, readability only one, 
and not always the most important, factor contributing the 


Flesch, Rudolph. Marks Readable Style: Study Adult Education. New 
York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1943 (Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, Contributions Education, No. 897). Flesch has recently modified the formula, 
meet shortcomings, New Readability Yardstick,” Journal Applied Psychology, 
XXXII (June, 1948), pp. 221-33. 

“The writer indebted Walter Monroe, editor the Encyclopedia Educa- 
tional Research, for making available the manuscript Dolch 
and Clement, published the revised edition the Macmillan Company, 1950. 
This manuscript was used the authority methods textbook evaluation. 
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success failure textbook satisfying the purpose for 
which was designed. Check lists used school administra- 
tors judging textbooks for adoption have been developed 
but are too general guide the production textbook. 
Other methods, such assessing the “fact burden” reading 
material, were not useful aiding the revision the book. 

answer his questions, the investigator went directly 
the students using the textbook. used two techniques: in- 
tensively interviewing random sample the class, using 
open-ended questions; and using student “editors” who volun- 
teered annotate their books the course the semester. 

Interviewing was conducted person skilled open- 
ended For each the ten chapters the 
textbook, two five students were selected random for 
questioning. Several the students whose names appeared 
the sample were asked report individually for hour-long 
interview covering the chapter most recently assigned class. 
student was consulted only one chapter. The student 
met the interviewer outside class hours and was assured that 
his reactions would have influence the marking his 
work the course. gain their co-operation, the research 
project had been discussed with the students the beginning 
the semester, when they were warned the possibility that 
any one them might included the sample. 

Strict adherence random selection the students inter- 
viewed would have been unnecessary refinement this 
study. There was occasion generalize any the findings 
from the sample the class whole. This would have been 
impossible, since each group three four students was 
interviewed with respect different chapters. statements 
were made concerning the universe students, nor was 
the sample designed make comparisons among the chapters. 
The procedure random selection was adopted mainly 
ensure against the unintentional bias which may occur when 
other ways selecting respondents are employed. 


the more painstaking task annotating the books, the 
felt had rely upon persons sufficiently 
motivated volunteer for the job. the initial meetings 
the class sections the time they were told the research 


writer wishes express his appreciation for the devotion and skill with which 
carried out the interviewing and contributed other parts the study. 
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project, students were asked one the investigators 
indicate their willingness make marginal notes and other 
ratings they read through their textbooks during the semes- 
ter. the end the semester, the volunteers were trade 
their annotated volumes either for new one for the price 
new one. Two volunteers were used from each the nine 
sections. When more than two persons offered the anno- 
tation, selection was made equalize the sexes and give 
preference students sociology psychology. Those chosen 
were sent general instructions and check list information 
which the investigator was 

third technique, which was not carried through because 
the amount time required, involved systematically col- 
lecting statements from the teaching staff six persons each 
chapter was covered. check list was prepared, suggesting 
somewhat different kinds information from that asked 
the student editors. Professional opinion concerning organiza- 
tion, point view, adequacy argument, and inconsistencies 
could thus drawn upon. Furthermore, the instructors were 
have criticized the book the basis their teaching experi- 
ence with it—pointing out places where students needed espe- 
cial clarification, indicating kinds teaching devices which 
might incorporated into the text, and on. This weekly 
task proved too much burden upon the teaching staff. 
Instead, the instructors were interviewed the end the 
semester. Also, some the regular staff meetings were de- 
voted problems which the textbook presented. 


difficult describe the manner which information 
from the interviews and from the editors’ annotations was 
used recasting the text. From the interviewer’s transcripts, 
the investigator summarized the pertinent information for each 
question each chapter. For example, replies the first 
question, which asked for general impressions the book, were 
summarized for the four respondents interviewed Chap- 
ter II, for the five respondents interviewed Chapter III, 
for the two interviewed Chapter IV, and on. Replies 
this question were coded, first, with respect five categories: 
“mixed,” “don’t like,” “don’t know,” and “not ascer- 
tained.” Then comments were recorded indicating reasons 


Copies both the interview schedule and check list may obtained from the writer. 
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for liking disliking the text. Improvements which the re- 
spondent suggested were summarized, and specific points 
which said experienced difficulty were recorded, were 
his remarks comparing this textbook with others. the sum- 
marization the other questions, similar types simple codes 
were used, varying, course, with the question asked. 

Coding the student editors’ annotations was less ana- 
lytical. Marginalia from the marked volumes were trans- 
ferred verbatim pages notebook, numbered correspond- 
ing the pages the textbook. The comments were grouped 
according whether they were favorable, unfavorable, con- 
tained suggested improvements. Special provision was made 
for indicating the passages that were bracketed the student 
editors, indicating where they ran into trouble. 

The reason difficult describe how the summarized 
material was used that the information led insights and 
hunches and impressions the part the investigator. This 
exploratory study was not the sort from which clear-cut 
generalizations could drawn. Free rein had been given both 
the students interviewed and the student editors the 
comments they could make. The investigator was satisfied 
gain insight into problems understanding from only few 
the students. Wide individual differences the wealth 
the students’ critical comments were expected and obtained. 
Moreover, the investigator was not the opinion that the 
student’s judgment the ultimate criterion good textbook. 
Students not necessarily have the most expert objective 
point view concerning how they, themselves, learn. The 
writer believes them one important source information, 
which has, however, weighed and interpreted the light 
more experienced knowledge. 


EVERTHELESS, some the information seemed 

fairly unequivocal. Following suggestion 
Edgar Dale,’ the student editors were asked rate each 
chapter five-point scale: “very interesting,” “interesting,” 
“not sure,” “uninteresting,” and “very uninteresting.” There 
was high agreement rating three chapters “very interesting.” 
Table shows the distribution these ratings. Those chap- 
ters which there was not this agreement were scrutinized 


personal correspondence. 
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most carefully. For the most part they were chapters which, 
from accounts students and instructors, were the most ab- 
stract, involved, and disorganized. These chapters were quite 
thoroughly recast their final form. Thus, the interest ratings 
seemed quite satisfactory warning lights, serving draw 
attention sections the text needing particular attention. 
The interview transcripts were help two respects— 
concerning what parts the text needed the most effort 
re-writing and pointing the direction which improvement 
could made. One could not, however, place much faith 
estimations the interest chapter based the judg- 


TABLE 


CHAPTERS THE TEXTBOOK 


CHAPTERS 


Inter- Not 
esting Sure 


Very 
Interesting 


Uninter- 
esting 


Very Un- 


Total* 
interesting 


(1) 


Total amount ratings variable, since some editors did not give interest ratings and 
others rated only certain chapters. 


ment only the two five student respondents interviewed 
each chapter upon ratings made many student 
editors. The differences among individuals were too great for 
the smaller sample adequate. Thus the interviews pro- 
vided only unreliable and rough counterpart the interest 
ratings warnings sections considered carefully. 

The kinds information obtained from the interviews with 
respect the direction which improvement could made 
were, the whole, more general than that provided the 
student editors. The interview had been designed elicit 
quite specific criticisms the text. After the broad ques- 
tions opening the interview, the investigator attempted get 
concrete information about such things the introductions 


(2) (3) (4) (6) (7) 
| | 
| 
| 
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and summaries chapters, unfamiliar words, organization, and 
style. all questions, the interviewer probed for specific 
examples reasons for the general statements made. Nev- 
ertheless, the interview resulted for the most part 
ties rather than concrete criticisms suggestions. 


these generalities, however, were considerable 
help. large proportion the cross section students 
reported that the writer was not overestimating their socio- 
logical psychological vocabulary, for example. They agreed 
that definitions had been given for most technical words but 
that certain terms had been defined roundabout and con- 
fusing manner. appeared number students that terms 
were given several incompatible meanings the course their 
definition. These terms were spotted and the definitions clar- 
ified. This experience led the writer consider subsequent 
definitions concept carefully revised and added new 
material. 

Another cluster general comments alluded rather 
loose and rambling organization many chapters throughout 
the text. planning the re-writing, the author took consider- 
able pains tighten the organization these chapters. This 
sort revision, course, done the final stages most 
well-written textbooks the basis the author’s judgment, 
but the consistency with which respondents criticized the organ- 
ization served added inducement the author spend 
time this phase writing and also provided concrete sug- 
gestions for better arrangement the material. 

Despite the prevalence generalities the interviews, 
throughout the transcripts are numerous remarks concrete 
aspects the text. Students pointed out such shortcomings 
the excessive complexity the account one experiment, 
inadequately captioned table, passage which was sufficiently 
ambiguous lead some readers ascribe anti-Semitic character 
it, and on. These defects were, course, corrected 
the re-writing. 

One respect which the interviews proved inadequate 
this study was the attempt judge the success chapter 
determining how much the respondent could recall. 
the interview, the student was asked give simple 
outline the major parts the chapter, and somewhat later 
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was asked what major point the writer was trying make 
specified sections the chapter. Ideally, this should furnish 
information about the misconceptions the students which the 
author would have take pains correct. going over the 
transcripts the interviews, however, the investigator doubted 
that the responses were reliable indications that the chapter was 
inadequately recalled. the first place, differences among 
individuals were enormous. Also, interviews were held with 
the students any time from immediately after week after 
the chapter had been read, recall could expected vary 
this basis. Beyond this, some interviews were held after the 
chapter had been discussed class and some before. Differ- 
ences recall, for this and other reasons, could not entirely 
attributed differences the success various chapters. 
This phase the interview was not pursued further. 


THE interviews yielded preponderantly general informa- 
tion with respect the textbook, marginal annotation 
the student editors provided very specific data. The interest 
ratings given the editors drew attention chapters whose 
revision had thorough. Interviews gave idea gen- 
eral sorts difficulties which aware these chapters. 
Finally, the marginal annotations resulted page-by-page 
comment immediate problems. The latter coverage was 
thorough that chapter revisions were made with the notebook 
summarizing student editors’? comments lying open before the 
writer. 

There were considerable differences among the editors with 
respect the number and quality the comments made. 
Several the volumes submitted had almost nothing them. 
Others were very painstakingly edited. The investigator sus- 
pects that had made effort provide guidance, encour- 
agement, motivation during the course the semester, the 
results would have been more even. was, the student 
editors were seen only twice, once when they volunteered and 
again when they submitted their volumes. Nevertheless, 
sizable number critical observations were made available 
the writer through this technique. 

The bulk the comments dealt directly with specific points 
the textual material—both the content ideas and the form 
presentation. General comments were requested the end 
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each chapter, but these were not extensive and were not 
systematic covering particular subjects. The technique 
annotation was most notably successful pinning down 
culties and inadequacies. 

One sort error picked frequently the student edi- 
tors’ notes was the sort that only minute editing would catch 
otherwise. the production large manuscript which 
written, revised, and re-written many different times, incon- 
sistencies and repetitions are bound show up. About the only 
sure way catching these errors have the entire book 
read unit. Students trying master the material book 
are particularly dependable for editing this nature. For 
example, one passage the text read, “As noted earlier 
The next sentence looked unfamiliar one the editors, 
who checked back and found place where had been 
“noted attention called this, the author 
realized that the earlier reference had been eliminated during 
one the revisions. Other examples could given repe- 
tition ideas which was detected student editors—in one 
place the idea had been repeated identical language—in 
different parts the text. They were successful discovering 
lapses grammar, pointing out section subtitles having 
connection with the material the section, and many other 
mechanical errors. 

Besides this, the student editors were astute noting faulty 
reasoning and unconvincing argument. They were quite critical 
with respect proof illustration assertions made the 
text. the whole, their identification irrelevant material 
was sound, and they served the useful function showing 
where existed. This aspect the pre-testing plan 
which students specified shortcomings the book’s reasoning 
was perhaps the most valuable all for revising the volume. 
There were few pages the text which had comments from 
one more the editors indicating that they were following 
the logic the thought. this connection, students occasion- 
ally noted disagreement with conclusions drawn from exam- 
ples, which led the author reconsider both the examples and 
the conclusions. Some difficult passages elicited parallel com- 
ments from several the editors. While some could say only 
that they were confused, others were able give specific infor- 
mation concerning the basis their confusion. This, course, 
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helped the author greatly interpreting the difficulty and 
eliminating upon re-writing. 

The author concluded that little was gained this eval- 
uation project having the editors place brackets, they 
had been instructed do, those passages which required extra 
effort for them understand. For one thing, few the editors 
used the brackets consistently throughout their volumes; and 
for another, when they did use them was not easy know 
what was not understood. Fortunately, when problems existed 
the student editors preferred state them explicitly. 

Despite the different kinds information obtained from 
the student editors and from the interview respondents, there 


TABLE 
SAMPLEs SELECTED FROM THE ORIGINAL AND THE COMPLETED 


Scores Score 


Number Reading Human Number 
Samples Ease* Interest* Samples 
Improvement 


high value means greater reading ease and greater human interest. 

low value means greater readability. 

The probability getting difference this large larger the basis sampling error 
1000, using error formulas for small samples suggested 
Statistical Analysis Educational Research (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1940), pp. 


were some features the book which drew comments from 
both groups. Such instances overlap encouraged the author 
give the problem special attention. For example, one long 
passage containing direct quotations from difficult portions 
Baldwin and Mead was reported both editors 
and respondents confusing and obscure. The writer agreed 
and, since vital aspect the argument was not stake, the 
entire passage was omitted from the final version. 


this evaluation project originated with the application 
readability formula the original manuscript, 
seemed appropriate score sample passages from the com- 
pleted text note improvements. Such scoring, implied 


1 
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earlier, measures only certain limited aspects the worth 
textbook. This should kept mind. 

Flesch’s later formula, two scores are obtained read- 
measuring what calls “reading ease,” the other 
measuring “human interest.” Reading ease computed 
weighting two factors: number syllables per 100 words, and 
average sentence length. Human interest measured 
weighting another pair factors: frequency words with 
personal reference, and frequency informal sentences. 
the basis seven 100-word passages scored the original 
manuscript and six passages scored the completed text, each 
chosen strictly random, the reading-ease scores were nearly 
identical. They were range described “difficult” and 
typical “academic” magazines. substantial improvement 
the human-interest score was recorded for the revised sam- 
ple, however. The rating moved out range described 
“dull” into “interesting” range designated typical 
“digest” magazines. 

The use another formula for predicting readability based 
somewhat different components, namely, word familiarity 
and average sentence length, which yields single indi- 
cated significant improvement readability, but optimistic 
interpretation this limited measure must cautious. The 
same seven passages the original text used the Flesch 
score were used, but new sample passages was selected 
random from the completed text. The improvement was 
sufficient decrease the rating from “college” level 
culty “eleventh twelfth grade” level readability. These 
two measures, then, lead one anticipate least some advan- 
tage the reader the finished text. Whether not due 


the particular techniques reported here is, course, not 


many the questions for which the writer needed 
answers recasting the textbook for final publication 
were answered inadequately this research project, the in- 
vestigator believes other kinds current evaluation techniques 
are less service than those used. confident that 


[Continued page 


Dale, Edgar, and Chall, Jeanne Formula for Predicting Readability,” Edu- 
cational Research Bulletin, XXVII (January 21, 1948), pp. 17-18. 


Progress Report Community 
Field-Experience Project 
WESLEY DUEWEL IRVING 


education program crucial point the orientation 

the student the teaching profession. the Uni- 
versity Cincinnati yearlong course offered the enter- 
ing Freshman help him decide early his college career 
whether not believes belongs the teaching profes- 
sion. For the past few years, during two-hour period once 
week (the class meets three times week for three semester- 
hours credit) students have been visiting various types 
schools, have seen movies about education, and listened panel 
discussions speakers. This year new voluntary program 
was initiated supplement the student’s orientation with 
firsthand educational experience. order round out pro- 
fessional classroom experiences with informal non-classroom 
contacts, advantage was taken the opportunities afforded 
the youth-serving agencies Cincinnati. 

The Community Field-Experience Project Teachers 
College, University Cincinnati, was organized co-operatively 
October, 1949, the faculty committee responsible for this 
first course, Introduction Education (Education 1), the 
Central Volunteer Bureau, and the Council Social Agencies 
the City Cincinnati. The purposes the project are 
provide Freshmen with informal educational experiences 
youth-serving social agencies, help vocational guidance, 
and provide students with opportunities for orientation 
the community and its social agencies. 

was thought that values would accrue each group 
participants. Such volunteer work would yield the student 
understanding children from lower from different socio- 
economic levels; self-evaluation attitudes, information, 
skills, and personality terms his own suitability for the 
teaching profession; the development skills for working 
with adults and children educational situation; and 
information concerning the community, its agencies and their 


co-operative work the Steering Committee, composed student, faculty, and 
social-agency representatives, constructing the questionnaire for this study deserves spe- 
cial mention. Appreciation expressed Helen Crossen for helpful editorial criticism. 
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interrelations with schools and social problems. The faculty 
members would benefit receiving evidence student’s 
ability and growth professional attitudes, information, skills, 
and personality. The agencies, which are dependent upon 
voluntary aid, not only would have the immediate benefit 
the students’ assistance but would lay valuable foundation 
for school-agency understanding and co-operation, and would 
develop group experienced helpers, many whom might 
continue their voluntary efforts after graduation. 

The sixteen co-operating social agencies prepared book- 
let listing the type activity each agency engaged in, the 
assistance required, and the age group represented the 
activities. Visits the various agencies were made student 
representatives who reported their groups. orientation 
session was attended all the students, which the three 
major types agency work were presented—neighborhood 
houses, national agencies, and public recreation. During the 
session students questioned the agency leaders, and 175 students 
volunteered for some type social work. 

The agency representatives interviewed the volunteers, 
who then asked questions which they wished clarified, and 
series training sessions was arranged co-operatively the 
three interested groups—agency representatives, faculty mem- 
bers, and students. The following areas were included the 
basic training: the the volunteer, the nature group 
work, psychological aspects group work, demonstration 
program activities, and typical programs and skills used 
group work the agencies. 


plan organization was developed co-ordinate 
this co-operative project. general assembly was organ- 
ized, with one student representative from each the ten 
sections Education the eight faculty members teaching 
these sections, one representative from each the sixteen 
social agencies, and one each from the two co-ordinating bodies 
—the Central Volunteer Bureau and the Council Social 
Agencies. Three sectional committees and steering committee 
were appointed. Two clearance centers were provided, one 
the Teachers College and one for the Group Work Agencies. 
summary the Community Field-Experience Project fol- 
lows, showing the number volunteers, the first-semester 
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TABLE 


NuMBER STUDENTs WITH THE AGENCIES AND 
NuMBER AGENCY PER STUDENT 


Student Average Visits Total 
Volunteers per Student Visits 
(4) 
Catholic Youth Organization............ 
Emanuel Community Center.......... 
Findley St. Neighborhood 118 
National Catholic Community House........ 
Public Recreation Commission............. 
Riverview Neighbors House............... 
Total 


dropouts, the volunteers who early the second semester 
reported their experiences, and the non-volunteers who 
listed reasons for not volunteering: 


Classification Number 

Non-volunteers who listed reasons for not volunteering........... 
Volunteers who did not begin 
Volunteers who dropped out during 
Volunteers who made report agency 107 


should remembered that the students knew that they 
would receive credit for work done this voluntary project. 

The various agency supervisors each month evaluated the 
leadership furnished the student volunteers co-operating 
the agency work. The student’s ability work with people, 
his dependability, interest and attitudes, personality, and prog- 
ress were appraised the evaluation. The supplementary use 
anecdotal records was encouraged. general appraisal 
the functioning the project was made the early part 
the second semester, which was participated all the student 
volunteers who were continuing their work with the social 
agencies. The remainder this paper reports this evaluation. 


APRIL 


The sixteen agencies are listed Table with the num- 
ber student volunteers working with each agency and the 
total number times the reporting students assisted. When 
remembered that students dropped out during the first 
semester, particularly the Christmas vacation, and that this 
table includes record them, the total 1,111 visits 
the students participating social-agency work impressive. 


TABLE 


Reasons GivEN STUDENTs FoR 
ComMuNITY FIELD-EXPERIENCE 


Main Supplementary 


Reason 
Reason Reason Given 


Hours could not arranged....... 
reply from agency............ 
Difficulties experienced project... 


CON 


Parental disapproval ............. 
Extra-curricular activities ......... 
other similar experience now.... 
Poor agency equipment........... 


Transportation difficulties ......... 
Attitude social agency.......... 
Had previous 
Will get experience 
Experience not needed 


Home obligations 
Lack time general 
Music 


> 
N 


reasons for dropping out the community field- 
experience project given the students are listed 
Table II. Analysis these reasons indicates that the school 
schedule (studies, extra-curricular activities, music, 
ical education) and work experience accounted for more than 
half the dropouts. gratifying note that, according 
their chief reasons, only per cent the volunteers gave 
because difficulties experienced the project because 
dissatisfaction with their experience with the agencies. 

One hundred ninety-one students reported their reasons 
for not volunteering. These reasons, chief and supple- 


| 
(2) (3) 
7 
6 
3 
5 
I 
Fiancé demanded time............ 
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mentary, constitute the data summarized Table III. 
total 212 main and 129 supplementary reasons was listed. 
interest note that forty-nine the 341 reasons listed 
referred previous present similar experiences outside the 
immediate project, while seven others concerned plans for 
getting such experience camp work during the summer 
other times. spite the inherent difficulty securing 
true evaluation motives from verbalized statements, is, 


TABLE 


Reasons GIVEN FOR Not VoLUNTEERING 
FIELD-EXPERIENCE PROJECT 


Main Supplementary 


Reason 
Reason Reason Given 


Physical education ....... 
Similar experiences now 
General lack time 
Previous experience .............. 
Extra-curricular and other interests. 
Home obligations ................ 
Transportation difficulty .... 


~ 
we 


+ 


Will get experience later 
Sorority fraternity 
Uninterested 


group appealed the 
Parental disapproval 
Incompetence social agency 
Had talent offer 


me 


nevertheless, important note that less than per cent the 
stated reasons for not volunteering indicated lack interest 
such experiences. 

Full schedules accounted for large number non- 
volunteers. was found that approximately per cent 
the non-volunteers found impossible participate because 
they were enrolled the physical-education program, while 
approximately per cent found impossible participate 
because they were students combined program Teachers 
College and either the Cincinnati Conservatory Music 


te 


(2) (3) 
Because not compulsory ........... 
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TABLE 
TABULATION THE AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSES THE INVENTORY THE VOLUNTEERS THE 
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the College Music Cincinnati. Sixty-nine per cent the 
stated reasons point toward the time expended the students 
various requirements their educational programs out- 
side work experiences. Should the students’ experiences this 
community field-experience project prove significant 
educational value, there may need for consideration ways 
provide such opportunities for all. 


per cent the students said that they had lost 
interest during the first semester, the number those 
who dropped out the beginning the second semester was 
less than the number who expressed interest joining the 
project new volunteers. Sixteen per cent the volunteers 
thought that some changes were needed the agency setup. 
The inventory, summarized Table IV, pointed the need 
strengthening the in-service training program the agen- 
cies. Less than third the students said that they had 
received such aid, and half them believed that they 
required more training. Student criticism was employed 
improve the practices each agency. These percentages and 
those which follow are rough interpretations the numbers 
given the last row Table IV. 

has been heartening note that per cent the vol- 
unteers stated that they looked forward their agency exper- 
iences each week, and half them stated that they made 
regular preparation for their work. Three-fourths more 
the students thought that the agencies really needed their help, 
that they felt themselves part the agency staff, and that the 
agency had helped them become so. They stated that the 
agencies were giving them the assistance they needed, together 
with adequate staff co-operation. Proper channels for offering 
criticisms and suggestions existed the agency with which they 
worked, and through participation the field-experience proj- 
ect they were receiving the help which they desired. They 
believed that their experiences were definitely contributing 
their preparation for teaching. 

particularly impressive find that per cent the 
volunteers intend continue their volunteer work next year, 
and per cent would like continue such work after grad- 
uation. Teachers other courses Teachers College have 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Introducing Two New Magazines 


California Journal Educational Research began 
publication January this year. The unique fact 
regarding this magazine, devoted reporting educational 
research, that sponsored state teachers’ organization, 
the California Teachers Association. The editor, Frank 
Parr, and the associate editor, Kenneth Brown, will have the 
editorial counsel the ten members the State Advisory 
Council Educational Research. Five issues the magazine 
—January, March, May, September, and November—are 
appear annually. Each issue contain one long article, 
designated the “feature article,” and several short ones, 
addition departments devoted book reviews, digests 
research studies, news, and opinion. 

The long article the January issue written Edgar 
Morpet, who left the United States Office Education last 
fall, where had been chief school finance the Division 
School Administration, become professor education 
the University California. His article “California Edu- 
cation: How Good?” taken from study had previously 
made for the Council State Governments entitled “The 
Forty-Eight State School Systems.” His report shows num- 
ber strong points the California school program but indi- 
cates problems and weaknesses that undoubtedly need further 
study. 

The seven short articles the January issue, reports 
research studies, are based investigations made California, 
five which were the subjects doctoral dissertations. Two 
were presented the University California; one, the 
University California Los Angeles; and two, the Uni- 
versity Southern California. sixth study, “Self-Evaluation 
Tenth Grade Level,” was written Lillie Lewin Bowman, 
director the Bureau Research, San Francisco Unified 
School District. The seventh, “California Teachers—a Por- 
trait,” was prepared Henry Magnuson, chief the 
Bureau Educational Research, California State Department 
Education. 


Two the research studies were particular interest 
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the writer. “Appraisal School Bond Campaign,” 
analysis the votes cast $75,000,000 bond-issue campaign 
sponsored Los Angeles City School Districts, John Allan 
Smith found that larger percentage parents children 
school age voted favorably than persons whose children were 
longer school persons with children. The labor vote 
avoring the issue was proportionately greater than that 
professional persons. 

Charles Howard investigated three methods teach- 
ing arithmetic: the first each new step was introduced and 
practice computation was given; the second each step was 
carefully introduced, meaning was emphasized, visual aids were 
used, and verbal problems only provided practice; the third 
method the other two plans were combined. found that: 
the teacher omits either the development the meaning arithmetic 
the provision for adequate practice computation there likelihood 
that the child will not retain what has learned, irrespective how 


well appears answer questions given directly the end the 
learning situation. 


The standards which the editors the California Journal 
Educational Research have set are promisingly high. They 
are “attempt adhere accepted standards scientific 
research, present material readable [and] look 
with suspicion anything that appears propaganda.” 
They propose “to get results educational research out files 
and bookcases and into the lives children, serve educa- 
tional progress through research reporting, [and] place 
emphasis research which has direct application teaching 
and school situations.” 

The extends greetings 
this new venturer the reporting educational research 


and wishes the Journal every success. 


launching the Journal Teacher Education 

good news for the education profession general, and 

for students and practitioners teacher education 

particular. For the first time have national magazine 
devoted this field. 

The teacher-education enterprise large and complex, and 

central importance the whole education. needs con- 


APRIL 105 


tinuous re-examination and interpretation. Hence, journal 
like this would welcome any time. But its appearance 
this moment particularly timely. Modern school and teacher- 
education programs are being subjected increasingly sharp 
criticism conservatives the grounds that they neglect the 
“fundamentals,” discourage hard work, and glorify intellectual 
mediocrity. These same programs, the other hand, are criti- 
cized sharply for being subject- rather than student-centered, 
and for ignoring the most important needs students and the 
findings educational experimentation. This not the place 
discuss the merits these criticisms. Whether not either 
valid, the fact remains that both are widespread. Hence, 
there urgent need for frank and full discussion the issues. 

There need, also, for those teacher education know 
that being done institutions other than their own. Particu- 
larly there need for widespread knowledge unconventional 
and experimental programs and procedures that are planned 
under way. Through conferences, annual meetings pro- 
fessional associations, workshops, articles many educational 
magazines, books, monographs, and other means, have 
had much cross-fertilization ideas teacher education. 
need still more, and the new journal should contribute 
significantly it. 

The new magazine published quarterly the National 
Commission Teacher Education and Professional Standards. 
The editor Ralph McDonald, and the staff includes 
Stinnett, associate editor; Natalie Gould, publication 
manager; Margaret Heygood, circulation manager; 
Farl Armstrong, editorial consultant; Dorothy McCuskey, re- 
view editor; and Douglas Scates, research editor. The 
masthead carries also the names the Publications Board 
the National Commission, and its Committee the Journal. 

The first issue indicates that the Journal will give broad 
coverage the field teacher education. There are articles 
“Educational Implications Population Change the 
United States,” Newton Edwards; “The Accreditation 
Colleges and Universities for the Preparation Teachers 
and the Building Profession,” Peik; “Selection 
Prospective Teachers Syracuse University,” Verna 
White; “In-service Education Comes Age,” Paul 
Misner; “Practices and Problems Recruiting Teachers 
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the Handicapped Large Cities,” Jacob Orleans and 
Sondra Finkelstein; “Diagnostic and Predictive Value the 
Heston Inventory Used Student Teaching,” John 
Michaelus and Fred Tyler; and “Interstate Reciprocity 
Teacher Education-Certification,” Stinnett, Harold 
Bowers, and Robert. Dorothy McCuskey conducts 
department entitled “Browsing through the Bookshelves,” 
which contains informal reviews and comment covering wide 
variety professional publications. Another department 
“What’s Happening Teacher Education”; presents news 
notes about important developments throughout the United 
States. nation-wide corps correspondents being devel- 
oped provide materials for this department. 

The new magazine off promising start. Heartiest 
congratulations the National Commission Teacher Edu- 
cation and Professional Standards, the staff, and all others who 


have had share bringing birth. 


Fifth Annual School for Custodians 


fifth session the School for Custodians sponsored 
the Bureau Educational Research and the Association 
Public School Employees will meet Ohio State Univer- 
sity campus from June 16. E.B.Sessions again director 
the School. 

The program arranged seven sections, and the schedule 
staggered that each person may attend all the courses. The 
leader each section specialist the class activities 
discussed. The general sessions will addressed 
Fannin, assistant superintendent schools, Huntington, West 
Virginia. The use fire equipment will demonstrated and 
motion picture, “Care and Maintenance Soft Floors,” pro- 
duced the National Sanitary Supply Association, will 
shown. One general session devoted discussion 
the retirement system for custodians and recent legislation 
affecting the system. 

The dinner, which held Thursday, June 15, will 
addressed John Fullen, secretary the Ohio State 
Alumni Association, and motion pictures the Rose Bowl 
game will shown. 


READINGS 
Books Read 


United Nations, New York: Columbia University Press, 1949. 
pp. 

the Yearbook the United Nations, the United Nations 
presents the public account its activities and achievements and those 
the specialized agencies for the period from June 30, 1947, September 
21, 1948, the day which the third regular session the General Assembly 
opened. This volume the second the series which produced the 
United Nations Department Public Information. 

The Yearbook summarizes, brief historical introduction, the origin 
and evolution the United Nations and the accomplishments the organ- 
ization its first year and half. The Yearbook describes the functions, 
organization, and work each the organs the United Nations—the 
General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, 
the Trusteeship Council, the International Court Justice, and the Secretariat 
—and each the specialized agencies. 

order assist those who wish study further the questions dealt 
with, this volume, unlike the Yearbook, contains full references 
the original documents; references are also made questions covered the 
previous yearbooks. 

Containing number charts, maps, documentary annexes, extensive 
bibliography, Who” persons connected with the United Nations, 
and index, the Yearbook the United Nations reference volume 
permanent value public officials, scholars, diplomats, teachers, writers, 
librarians, and others who desire complete and authoritative account the 
work the United FROM THE PUBLISHER’s ANNOUNCE- 
MENT 

the Foreword, Trygve Lie says: hope that this survey the year’s 
work the United Nations and its specialized agencies will enable students 
international affairs understand better the increasingly complex activities 
the United Nations and its associated organizations” (page iii). 


ARCHIBALD. Behind the Academic Curtain: Guide Getting 
the Most Out College. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1948. 
165 pp. 

This the second study sponsored the Educational Research Fund 
the Tuition Plan. investigation factors affecting student with- 
drawals from college which takes its logical point departure from Benjamin 
Fine’s Admission American Colleges, the first study. 

the basis the results questionnaire survey 276 American 
colleges, the author sets forth certain principles which believes must 
observed college education successfully completed: First, avoid 
academic failure the student must conscious definite aims seeking 
college education; second, must exercise careful judgment the selection 
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college which will help him realize his purposes. The college, its 
part, hold its students, must clarify its admission 
the candidates admits and why admits them.” addition, must furnish 
stronger educational and vocational guidance. 

This book addressed chiefly prospective students and their parents, 
and secondarily college administrators, especially admission officers, who 
face the arduous task reconciling the objectives the college and those 
the individual student. simply written presentation important facts 
and viewpoints concerning important problem commonly referred 
student mortality. stresses the often underrated importance the freshman 
year, when the heaviest college losses occur, and suggests that the question 
whether student, once entered, will complete his college course with profit 
should answered the student and the college jointly during that year. 

The sum and substance the discussion contained broad 
truth: the end college education lies the soundness its beginning” 
(page ix). Since the end comes too soon for too many students, “the attention 
educators should directed further and more intensive study the 
causes mortality and the steps that ought taken correct situation 
which obviously wasteful both from the viewpoint the time and effort 
involved and from that the amount money spent” (pages 


Horace “Learning Psychotechnology: Study Guide.” 
Columbus, Ohio: [Department Psychology, College Education, Ohio 
State University], 1949. pp. 


This Study Guide its original form was “prepared committee, 
six psychologists and one director educational research brought together 
the Commission Teacher Education the American Council Education 
1941” (page iii). Since the committee members represented “diverse theo- 
retical views and different backgrounds, each statement included was criticized 
all the members the committee,” and thus presents valuable 
consensus. The Guide was revised the present writer 1943 for use 
unit the A.S.T.P. and has proved useful teaching aid discussion with 
such divergent groups instructors, private music teachers, 
engineers, teachers foreign language, and parents” (page iv). the present 
revision extensive changes have been made, and Introduction and Ap- 
pendix, “The Historical Roots the Learning Theory,” have been written 
Mr. English. 

The purpose this Study Guide aid teachers applying psycho- 
logical theory and research the practical demands the classroom and the 
divergents educational theory. 


compiler. “Bibliography Vocabulary Columbus, 
Ohio: Bureau Educational Research, Ohio State University, 1949. 
pp. 

this compilation, which revision similar bibliography dis- 
tributed 1939, Mr. Dale and his assistant, Mrs. Jeanne Chall, assembled 

1,855 titles studies the field vocabulary related it. gathering 
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this present edition the compilers have attempted include the titles all 
vocabulary studies reported prior January, 1948. The references which are 
classified twenty-five categories are not annotated. However, the “‘categories 
are self-explanatory. the titles will give the reader idea the type 
studies listed under each heading. For example, under ‘Vocabulary and 
Intelligence,’ all studies were included which dealt with relationships 
vocabulary intelligence, together with studies dealing with the vocabulary 
sections particular intelligence tests” (page iii). The classification the 
titles, with the excellent scheme cross reference, makes this bibliography 
exceptional research instrument. 


International Conference Public Education. Convened UNESCO 
and the International Bureau Education Geneva, July 1949. 
Joint Publications UNESCO, Paris, and the International Bureau 
Education, Geneva. 

No. 115 Proceedings and Recommendations. 124 pp. 
No. 111 Natural Science Primary Schools. 171 pp. 
No. 113 The Teaching Reading. 137 pp. 

These volumes, together with one the teaching geography and 
“International Yearbook Education not available the reviewer, 
comprise the documents the Twelfth International Conference and provide 
valuable source material for students comparative education, adult education, 
and elementary education. Specialists science, reading, and geography 
the elementary level may find illumination and clues the solution their 
problems, and widen their horizons viewing them world rather than 
merely national local problems. Those who see education the key 
international understanding, amity, and concord may find grounds for 
cautious optimism and clearer perception the limitations set the 
diversity national cultures. 

Students comparative education have long been aware that the educa- 
tional program people largely reflex their political, social, economic, 
and religious institutions and ideas; that education can and does alter these 
institutions and ideas, but only gradually; and that differences among the 
educational programs the various peoples the world stem from their 
diverse cultural histories. These volumes show that the educators the world 
the level thought have begun transcend these national cultural diver- 
sities. This tremendous achievement itself, but the real task only 
beginning: change the minds all men everywhere. Humanity the 
march toward international democracy, unity, and peace; educators have 
enough practical idealism and tenacity purpose, they have the opportunity 
accelerate the pace. Education for survival not enough; education must 
work make Unesco’s dream come true. 

The “Proceedings” provides running account the sixteen sessions 
attended representatives nations (including several satellite nations 
but not the U.S.S.R.). Summary reports representatives the Ministries 
Education gave account the status each country school 
administration, organization, curriculum, methods, teaching staff, aux- 
iliary and out-of-school services, and miscellaneous 115, pp. 19-99). 
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The complete texts may found the Yearbook 
Education, 1949. Special reports included general surveys the place, aims, 
curriculums, methods, teacher qualifications, and contemporary modifications 
the teaching natural science, reading, and geography; these are reported 
more completely the separate volumes. The Conference also adopted spe- 
cific recommendations for improvements these three areas. The significance 
these recommendations that there kind moral compulsion the 
various Ministries Education give them effect since they were approved 
their representatives, and that they reflect the spirit the democratic 
aspiration and the contemporary scientific knowledge psychology and 
education. 

The education humanity does not take place ivory tower vacuum. 
Some international tensions were reflected the proceedings: for example, 
the refusal the delegates Poland and Czechoslovakia accept the original 
text the recommendations the teaching geography, and the warm 
discussion the Argentine proposal invite Spain the next International 
Conference. 

Those who employ questionnaires research may, perhaps, profit 
studying the skill and the care with which the questionnaires the teaching 
natural science, reading, and geography were prepared. The student 
educational psychology should note Piaget’s Comments the 
Elementary Teaching Natural Science.” 

Students adult education should note the apparently narrow conception 
their field. The emphasis literacy education; the education adults 
mentioned scarcely not all the reports natural science and geog- 
raphy. the volume reading there section adult education for 
each country. 

There ample evidence that, reading, the world has finally caught 
with Rousseau’s stricture readiness and rapidly abandoning synthetic and 
adopting analytic methods. geography giving way geog- 
raphy that stresses humanism, the interaction the individual 
environment, and the cultivation world understanding. Science teaching 
the elementary level increasingly based upon activity, investigation, and 
discovery, oriented the intelligent use and conservation natural resources, 
and adapted the growth, development, and natural interests the child. 

There also evidence that the Conference was aware the importance 
the moral outcome education, and that, our efforts establish the 
child-centered school everywhere, must careful make society- 
centered, too, and seek that right balance which will help all men everywhere 
the self-realization which fundamental the democratic aspiration. 
the words Torres Bodet, Director-General Unesco, what the world needs 


liberating, social education. 


Barnes, Harry Historical Sociology: Its Origins and Developments. 
New York: Philosophical Library, Inc., 1948. pp. 
One year before the publication this book, Mr. Barnes wrote that the 
book was then publishing, the History Sociology, was his 
last work the field history social thought. However, someone suggested 
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that write chapter the development historical sociology and the 
result this small volume. 

Perhaps the best review the book contained Barnes’s own words 
the Preface: 

This little book seeks trace the rise interest the history human society 
classical times and its development since those days. sets forth briefly the progress 
attitudes, methods, and interpretations, from the time early evolutionary notions the 
triumph the scientific and empirical cultural approach social origins and social evolu- 
tion. Then comes summary what has actually been accomplished contemporary 
writing the field and what has been contributed our knowledge social 
and institutional development. The book concludes with some the practical applications 


Those students sociology who have read Mr. Barnes consistently 
will find little new this volume but will doubtless deem worth reading 


anyway complete the record. 


Reading. Chicago: University Chicago Press, 1949. pp. 
(Supplementary Educational Monographs, No. 68). 

Helen Robinson, director the Reading Clinics, University Chi- 
cago, together with the staff the Reading Clinics and the faculty the 
Laboratory Schools, has made available some vital information which contrib- 
utes our knowledge the understanding reading, not only for the so- 
called average child who learns easily, but also for the child who has some 
difficulty developing reading skills keeping with his abilities. The 
research reported deals primarily with superior children attendance the 
University Schools and college students the University itself. The findings 
individual children are reported detail, and specific techniques and 
approaches are described. Miss Robinson reports her own personal research 
visual efficiency and reading. attempt was made evaluate such things 
eye and hand preference, binocular reading, and the duration time children 
can read terms visual efficiency. Miss Robinson states that the binocular 
reading tests reflect eye-preference Spache stated, but [appear] 
detect such preference most often cases involving binocular incoordination 
and suppression” (page 112). She comments, therefore, that the binocular 
reading test “appears good test for detecting suppression and provides 
information supplement visual screening test” (page 112). She warns 
that because the limited number cases, interpretation results 
taken with caution, but that the results indicate trends and form the basis 
for suggestions for future study. 

The report will very valuable the teacher, counselor, and school 
psychologist, not only for the general, but also for the very specific, information 
given the Appendix Part Diagnostic Tests and Equipment, and Part II, 
Remedial Reading Materials and Equipment. would seem that this 
report research which must considered vital for persons the research 
field and for all others doing special work with children who are having 
difficulties developing adequate reading skills. 
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Pre-testing College Textbook 
[Continued from page 


great improvement can made the methods has used 
persons trained educational research apply themselves 
the problem. has been gratified with the sorts things 
learned from interrogating the ultimate users the textbook— 
the students. exploratory studies are apt be, this one was 
costly and time-consuming for the amount usable informa- 
tion which elicited. hoped that scientific techniques 
useful producing textbooks will gradually developed. 
These would reduce the author’s dependence upon guesswork 
and informed but unverified opinion. [Vol. XXIX, No. 


Progress Report Community 


Field-Experience Project 
[Continued from page 


expressed the desire have such experiences made available 
for other interested individuals. 

The Community Field-Experience Project has revealed 
that co-operative activity the part social agencies and 
colleges education can mutually advantageous. The social 
agencies, the Teachers College, and the majority the partic- 
ipating students believe the value these experiences. The 
degree interest and enthusiasm shown students has pleas- 
antly surprised the agency and faculty members, who intended 
this modest pilot study which could expanded its 
worth were demonstrated. The results thus far would seem 
justify the efforts expended. Plans are now under way 
extend these experiences the sophomore course educational 
psychology that volunteers may have two-year sequence 
experience agency their choice. There serious 
need for systematically appraising the values these exper- 


pre-service teacher-education program. 
[Vol. XXIX, No. 
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